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Introduction

Kilcommon Parish 2001-2011

Baptisms* 199 Deaths 296
Primary & Secondary School Population  2000/2001 2010/2011
Ceathru Thaidhg 46 30
Gleann na Muaidhe 23 25
Inbhear 81 33
Poll a’ tSémais 57 47
Ros Dumhach 51 38
Colaiste Chomain Ros Dumhach 105 41%*

* In Kilcommon Parish baptisms may still be taken as a close indicator of total births.

** The total attendance at Colaiste Chomain in 2011 is 78 to include those taking PLC courses.

The short table above encapsulates what defines the current human community at this time and in the Place that
is Kilcommon Parish — births, deaths, school-going children; humdrum humanity. (I am indebted to Fr Rogan
and Treasa Ni Grearraigh together with the Principals of all the schools for their willing help in providing the
data).

At the beginning of the 21% Century/2™ Millenium in Christian time the human communities in Kilcommon,
Erris, together with their floral and faunal co-habitants, were infected by a strain of state/corporate venom for
which the collective communities are still working to produce the antidote; this ‘antidote’ I believe is a crucial
determinant of the future direction of our currently benighted country. We became the receiving community for
the proposed Shell/Corrib Project — a project which was considered a fait accompli by the state/corporate nexus
in 2000 but about which the venomous nexus neglected to either inform or consult the proposed receiving
community.

The local issues of health/safety and defence of a near-pristine environment (clean water, clean air, clean soil,
sight of the night sky and the sound of silence are natural resources in their own right) have been, through the
decade joined by the national issue of the scandalous — if not treasonable — oil/gas licensing terms and
conditions for offshore and onshore exploration which were set in place by dubious politicians when oil was $10
a barrel; the local and national are further joined by the global issue of Climate Change. Local people were
thrown headlong into this heady mix in 2000 and, eleven years on, as a result firstly of local effort later
underpinned by national and international support the outcome of the proposed Shell/Corrib Project remains in
the balance. When | went back to St Patrick’s College, Drumcondra in ‘91/°93 to undertake the B.Ed. course 1
listened to history lecturer Dr James Kelly explain that, as undergraduate students we read about what did
happen historically but at any point in history what actually happens is determined by those who live in that time
and place; one only discovers what may have been possible when one studies any period in greater depth. The
outcome of the proposed Shell/Corrib project remains to be determined (it is essentially a black and white issue
— the complex either will or will not go ahead as originally planned from Point A, the well-head to Point B, the
refinery) and it remains to be seen what future undergraduate students of this period will read when all of us are
in Cré na Cille but the Place that is Sruth Fada Conn and environs will still be there. | believe that the defence of
the integrity of Place, fostered over at least seven millennia, is worth fighting for — and fighting to win; I further
believe that winning this fight in a remote corner of the West of Ireland will create the conditions whereby the
Augean Stables of past and current governance can begin to be cleansed by the burst dam of the will of the
people exercising their hard-won sovereign rights.




It is not possible in a brief introduction to give anything but an impression of events in Erris over the past years;
a sample only would include a dawning awareness that something was afoot; attending a presentation by
Enterprise Oil in McGrath’s pub — where it transpired that giving ones name and address in order to allow a
reply to a few written questions was subsequently used by the company as a head-counting exercise in
‘consultation’ (but ne’er a reply!); the exponential learning process attached to dealing with a subject hitherto
alien to ones regular learning; endless submissions made in good faith; attendance at Oral Hearings in Ballina;
the advent of Shell in 2002 when one could literally sense the change in ownership; the sight of sand martins
flying hopelessly at the empty space where their nests had been in Glengad prior to destruction by Shell agents;
reading every word of Kevin Moore’s forensic report; the ‘Nuremberg Rally’ in Belmullet; the landslide of 19
September 2003; Ruairi who created the corribsos website; a gale-force day in Rossport January 2005; a
growing sense of menace; attendance at the High Court where one couldn’t say, as to children ‘speak clearly so
you can be heard’; the advent of the Camp — Terry, Bob, Val Dazzle RIP; the jailing of the Rossport Five
followed by a manic summer; illegally welded pipeline; blockade of Ballinaboy refinery site;
Advantica/Cassells; marginalisation; recruitment by Shell of John Egan, Johnny Carey, Padraig Hughes, Christy
Loftus; 03 October 2006 forever etched; Days of Action; 10 November 2006, baton charge on country road;
dissension, mistakes; ‘Iron in the Soul’; Shell site incursion February 2007; Glinsk; ‘hangin’ in’, survival; 2008
— Solitaire sent away by Chief, Camp and Hunger Strike; 2009 — Solitaire back, state/mercenary lockdown;
2010, 2011, dead Tiger, non-existent regulation; national tatters — and, from this remote corner, where its
struggle continued through the years of perceived plenty into years of imposed penury there is a signal of how
everything could be so different.

The first public seminar on Shell/Corrib was held in Geesala in June 2001, its title ‘Corrib Gas — Great for
Whom?’ Richard Douthwaite, Mike Cunningham, Padraig Campbell, Michael J. Daly, Komene Famaa, Majella
McCarron OLA spoke at it (Mrs Phido attended) and it served as a useful exercise at the time to inform a wider
group of people of the proposed project’s complexities. Following the rout of the Solitaire in 2008 then
Ministers Ryan and O Cuiv invited disparate groups to meet with them in Ballina. | attended as part of Shell to
Sea who left both Ministers in no doubt about its views. There was no further contact from either Minister until,
in December of that year, from within the safety of The Pale, it was announced that a North West Mayo Forum
was established based on Cassells’ recommendations that ‘benefits’ would accrue to the area. The composition
of this Forum included Shell, Mayo Co Council, statutory bodies, the police, and groups who had been or hoped
to be in receipt of monies from Shell and/or its agents. Shell to Sea, Pobal Chill Chomain, Pobal le Chéile did
not participate in the exercise and, indeed, it was henceforth referred to as the ‘Funny Forum’. The idea of a
Peoples’ Forum which would be open to all and visually and aurally recorded grew as an alternative to the other
forum. The ‘Funny Forum’ is now essentially defunct, having had no meeting for the past 18 months but the
Peoples’ Forum continues.

The organisation of this seminar has shown the stark difference between ‘corporate’ Ireland and the peoples’
Ireland. All the participants have given freely and willingly of their time and effort — there was no need to
cajole, neither did the question of ‘expenses’ arise; in contrast, Shell’s MD Mr Terry Nolan wrote ‘Thank you
for your invitation but I am unable to attend’; it appears everybody in DCENR has ‘significant work
commitments’ which include ‘evaluating the applications recently received under the 2011 Atlantic Licensing
Round and monitoring the compliance conditions relating to the Corrib gas pipeline consents’ (Ciaran O hObain
email 14 June 2011); current Minister Pat Rabbitte has a prior diary appointment which is understandable but he
appears unable and/or unwilling to spare a staff member to attend the seminar in order that he may be appraised
of its proceedings — plus ca change!

All speakers were asked to also submit a written piece now collated in this booklet — simply printed in black and
white; no glossy production techniques where style substitutes substance (some EIS’s come to mind!) — one
more example should one be necessary of the chasm between the opposing mindsets in the Shell/Corrib debacle.
Written pieces were also invited from Imelda Moran who with her husband Edward have done sterling, back-
breaking work over the years; Maire Bhreathnach whose world view, so gently expressed, is searing in its
response to pro forma processes and Padraic MacCana, 21 Century Bard.

Finally, thank you Lelia Doolan for your willingness to attend here and for your undisputed competence in
chairing proceedings.

Go mba fada buan sinn uilig anseo inniu agus go mba siorrai buan ceanntar arsa alainn lorras Domhnann.

Maura Harrington



80 how are we going to pay for the €19 billion deficit?

If we tear up the IMF deal, the ATM machines will stop working and there will be no money to pay social welfare or public

sector workers. This is the scaremongering the political establishment use continually on their population.

The same scaremongering tactic was used in the Lisbon debates. If you voted No, then foreign investment would flee the

country. We

So instead

Politics is not just about answers but about how questions are framed and who gets to frame them. The particular
going

question: How ar e
First, who is
but yet when

about sharing.

Second, the question conveys an image of a hole that has to be filled. But this hides the fact that tax revenue keep on
t Governmierht r@venei€ fell byet% is 201D,619%pne2009 and 14% in 2008. The reason
should be fairly obvious. The more the government cuts, the less money people have in their pockets, the less they buy and
so the less people are employed. T h e
downward cycle that deepens recession.

falling and

Third, the question gets its listeners to focus only on the public sector and take their eye off the private sector. It assumes
that the problem with the Irish economy is the public finances. Yet the most recent figures from the Central Bank,
however, contain an ominous figure about how capitalists have gone on an investment strike.
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2008 2009 2010 2011
Gross fixed capital | -14.3 -31.0 -24.8 -13.2
formation
Of which: -13.2 -34.9 -32.0 -22.0
Building and
construction
Of which: -15.3 -19.3 -10.0 00

Machinery and
Equipment

This table shows the astounding drop in investment in the Irish economy over four years. In our society, the bulk of capital
for such investment is held by a tiny number of people who only seek an opportunity for profit. They are now sabotaging
society by their refusal to invest. The table illustrates how there has been a huge fall not just in construction - as would be
expected but also in the broader category of machinery and equipment.

This issue is often hidden in official documentation. Conventional economists appear on television and note that there has
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This little fairy story hides an obvious fact: the vast majority of society have little to save because their wages have been
cut and they have been hit with a Universal Soci al Charge
as a whole —but rather the wealthy who are staging the investment strike we have described above.

Further evidence of their activities can be found. The 1 e«
Bank noted that;

‘During the period September to December 2010 the six Irish hagkad & 2 3SNJ emnn o0Aff A2y | a RSoi
and deposits were withdrawn. The outflow came mainly from the retreat of corporate depositors and whole providers of
Fdzy Ra FTNRY 2dziaARS (GKS 9dzNB | NBI ¢Q

Corporations reduced their holdings in Irish banks by 73 percent while deposits from ordinary customers fell by only 18
percent.

This again provides clear evidence that the corporate sector is engaged in the sabotage of Irish society by moving billions
out of the country. This has brought the economy to a classic cul de sac: The hoarding of idle, unused capital on one hand —
and 450,000 out of work on the other.

Investment for profit is the engine which drives a capitalist economy. When it seizes up, the whole of society is thrown into
a crisis. One aspect of that seizure will be public finance because tax revenues fall and tens of thousands are thrown onto
the dole.

So instead of framing the question as:
about the investment strike that is causing crisis in public finances and the running of society?

How wi || we plug

This leads naturally to the question of what will we do about the super-rich who show no concern for Irish society at large
even while their paid mouthpieces tell us to make sacrifices.

There are five principal mechanisms for tackling this issue.

Our assumption behind the combined measures is the necessity to encroach on the power and resources of capitalists who
refuse to help our society.

1. CANCEL THE DEBT

Recently thelrishgover nment paid outr&E€ZBObmntdhobdets®. Aigt ot he combir
the income of social welfare recipients this year amount t

Which only begs t he qu esdaliwelfareto pajoff theilies of GbldmanrSea?l i st i c’ to cut

These payments to bondholders should cease immediately. Bondholders are very wealthy people who move their money
about for speculative purposes. They foolishly gave huge amounts of credit to private Irish banks and so they have as much
right to make a claim on the Irish people as regular punters who lose at the bookie shop.

There should al sapbeéalainsiembise bhoksihsthe balnkkesady received €60
demanding still more in funds. We have been repeatedly told that these injections of public money are necessary to get

credit flowing again. There would be no need for working people to re-capitalise the banks if we imposed capital controls

and stopped the rich moving their money out of the country.

We need instead to take emergency measures to create a good state banking system from the remnants of the private

sector. The debts of that were run up by these banks shoul d be repudi ated; al |l account s
guaranteed by the state; emergency laws should be introduced to take the physical assets and accounts of the old banks

into the new state bank. This bank will then function like a credit union and will be banned from engaging in speculative

activity. Large-scale loans — generated from deposits from citizens — will be directed towards planned investment projects

that create jobs and provide a real return.

These measures will save billions for Irish society.



2. TAKE CONTROL OF OUR NATURAL RESOURCE8UIND RER MANUFACTURING BASE

Ireland has become a major centre for exploration of oil and gas.

Recent licensing rounds include the 2010 onshore round in which companies applied for licensing options for blocks over
an 8,000 sqg km area covering parts of Cavan, Donegal, Leitrim, Mayo, Monaghan, Roscommon and Sligo in the North West
Carboniferous Basin and parts of Clare, Cork, Limerick and Kerry in the Clare Basin. Licensing options were granted to a
number of companies in late February 2011 and the licensing option holder must apply for a petroleum prospecting licence
to begin exploratory activities. Holders of a licensing option are given the first right to an exploration licence.

Companies have also applied for option in the current Atlantic Margin licensing round. This is an area of 250,000
sq km area — the largest tranche of acreage ever opened. It is in this area that the Petroleum Affairs Division D
has estimated there to be a potential 10 billion barrels of oil equivalent.

Various international studies have shown that Ireland has one of the lowest rates of government take in the world: under
the 1992 licensing terms companies are only required to pay a 25% tax rate against which all related costs accrued over a
previous 25 year period can be offset. For licences granted after January 1 2007, companies are liable to pay a profit
resource rent tax (PRRT) of between 5% and 15% in addition to the 25% tax rate. However, considering that this PRRT is
calculated on profits after costs have been offset, tax has been paid and is determined by a profit ratio of after-tax profits
to capital investment, only the most profitable fields will result in additional returns to the state. Different commentators
have recently suggested that the state will not see any financial returns from Corrib gas (granted under the 1992 terms)
because of delays with the project and increases in costs.

We need to change this absurd policy.

Ireland natural resources should be taken into public ownership. Full consideration should be given to the concerns of the
people of Rossport who have Shell for nearly ten years.

Those resources should then be used to develop downstream

3. TAXTHE MILLIONAIRES TO SAVE THE POOR
A number of measures can raise funds to help society

T A Wealth Levy:the last Bank of Ireland wealth report indicated that there were 33,000 millionaires who had

combined assets of €150 bi fHasiadjusted thdsé figureeto ke actounsof Tom O’
falling property prices and rising bond market prices
in assets. A wealth | evy-andfdoavaypith theneed for thwsavage aditsinlast s e € 6
year' s budget.

T ' yS¢ GFIE 2y AyORYYSBs2@6N) tmnnInhat someone who receiv
same rate of tax as someone on €40, 000. Al income of
percent to raise necessary funds. After World War 2, Japan established a legal maximum income of five times
the minimum income. So a 70 percent tax rate | ooks mo

Impose a Financial Transaction T@ublin has become a major centre for financial speculation. Irish resident investment
funds accounted for 10 percent of the Eurozone area. The t
These include hedge funds and funds used to speculate in government bonds — including those of Ireland itself. The French
right wing President Sarkozy is currently advocating a financial transaction tax of 0.5% of currency movements across
borders. Such a tax would generate considerable revenue for Ireland
9 Increase taxes on profitsir el and’' s i ndustri al devel opment strategy ha

tax haven but this is no |l onger sustainable. Other

rate and there is now huge pressure from the EU to change it. Each 1% rise in corporation profits tax will
generate an income of €300 million. So a 1.5%
Social Charge on PAYE workers.
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4. STOP THE GRAVY TRABIASH THE JUNKETS

We should not accept the artificial division between public sector and private sector. We want to tackle the
greed of the rich in both sectors. It is unacceptable, for example, that Cathal Magee, the head of the HSE, is
earning more than the US President Barak Obama. These exorbitant managerial salaries must be cut.

Instead we should:

9 Slash the salaries of TDs, judges and top civil servants and semi-state executives. The scandal whereby the most
recent crop of Ministerswalksaway wi th pensions of more than €200, 000 n

T I mpose a maximum salary of €100,000 on the public sect
private greed.

' End the rip off of public funds through crony procurement. Irish capitalists have traditionally looked for secure
profits by getting government contracts. Hangers-on of Fianna Fail have used the planning mechanism to secure
big pay-outs. This needs to stop.

I  Stop consultants working in private practice while paid by the state. Introduce generic drugs in all cases except
where necessary for health reasons.

5. PUBLIC INVESTMENT TO CREATE JOBS

The engine of our economy must be started through a new investment programme that can create jobs. As private capital
has failed, it is necessary for the state to step in and take a lead. This shift to public investment has two aspects;

T A Public Works programmeto give immediate work to the unemployed. 14% of the Irish workforce was
employed as construction workers at the height of the Celtic Tiger. These should be taken on by a state
construction company to engage in necessary infrastructural work while the economic crisis lasts. We need, for
example, a major insulation programme for housing. Instead of installing water meters for eventual private
profit, people should be employed to fix the water infrastructure.
9 Initiate a state led programme of investment in strategic industriec&t pr esent Il reland’ s exp
relies heavily on the pharmaceutical industry. But there are already signs that this may not last forever. The Irish
state should be using the skills that have been built up to initiate the establishment of generic drugs industry.

In 2008 and 2009, a quarter of a million people were made unemployed. The cost of this to society at large was €14. 5
billion when account is taken of falling PAYE taxes and payment of social welfare. Now we are approaching half a million.

The *“deficit hawks'’ in the right wing parties say we must
people back to work.

This programme is practical and workable. It requires popular mobilisation to take the resources of our society out of the
hands of a tiny minority who have squandered it and continue to squander it.

Kieran Allen



By Harry Browne

Most of us are familiar with the litany of media failures that has marked the coverage of the Erris gas
dispute in the last 10 years. The failures range from the most local to the most national questions
raised by the controversy; from the inability to get to grips with how the proposed Rossport pipeline
differed from other gas pipes that pass through populated areas, to a refusal to admit debate on the
extraordinary terms by which Irish gas is made available to the companies that exploit it. We heard a
great example of the latter on Morning Ireland just a few weeks ago, when Pat Rabbitte was told by
the questioner that his party had in the past been critical of the infamous Ray Burke deal, but then
was permitted to slip and slide through a reply that gave no indication whatsoever that he would do
anything different.

We are familiar too with the exceptions to medi
We know, for example, that easily the best and most thorough investigation of the dispute and the
i ssues it raised was conducted out si-ivedCenttee mai n

for Public Inquiry, and that not only was that report largely ignored, but the centre that produced it

was closed down soon after, coincidentally or otherwise. We know that the best national reporter

covering the story over a period of years, Lorna Siggins of the Irish Times, had to do so while carrying

a huge additional workload as a regional <corres
facing the indifference to the issue, or worse, of editors back in Dublin.

We know that one sympathetic documentary, Ri chi
whatever reasons to focus on the human-interest rather than political side of the story. And we saw
that an unsympathetic documentary, Gerry Gregg’

celebrated with a nomination by the Irish Film and Television Awards. Incidentally, the failure of

compl aints against Gr egg’ smmmebBraviddateMbodk bxamplexs | nv e s
how difficult such a complaints-process can be: no complainant really engaged with the programme

at the same level of visual and structural sophistication with which it was produced, and the

s rejection of the compl aint

Broadcasting Complaints Commis S i 0 n
dispiriting.

So for anyone who has been following the Corrib-g as st ory wi th any dedicat.i
mainstream media failure is an old story, and the contours of the few exceptions also fairly clear.

Even the occasional strengths of, and sympathy
seen at the time of the Rossport Five incarceration and can be seen again in the popular and critical

acclaim for The Pipe, are oftenlimi t ed and pol itically wunpredictabl
effectively used the ‘human interest’ of the yo
to attack Shell to Sea; and when some campaigners tried to draw lessons from the 2009 death of

former Shell security man Michael Dwyer in strange circumstances in Bolivia, journalists like Michael
Clifford (then of the Sunday Tr i basthedshteer e abl e
i ssue were simply about none dead young man’'s r e

I thought it would be useful her e, rather than
What is it about journalism in Ireland today, and perhaps journalism more generally, that makes it
treat this particular issue so badly?
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My friendCiar on O’ Rei l ly, one of the *“Pitstop Ploughsh
Shannon Airport in 2003, often asks, rhetoricall
though they were there to provi dpgertirent, phebthei ¢ ser vi
majority of the media outlets that we regard as mainstream news sources are commercial

enterprises, with a dual business model of selling information to consumers and selling the attention

of their audiencesdtosadwnei nigsefst hCisasen’ 9fuifi ac
service’' that arises in that context is purely c
And yet of course there is another way of thinki
answer it directly. Why do we continually talk about the media as though they were there to provide

a public service? | n part  —inipdblic,andip their fictiogaisedt hat ' s t

Lois Lane/Lou Grant guise —tend to talk about themselves. Most journalists would genuinely much
rather think of themselves as seekers of truth in the public interest than as cogs in a corporate
machine, and journalism courses such as the ones | teach on at Dublin Institute of Technology
decorate their curriculum with high-minded talk about the essential role of journalism in a
democracy. Journalists are more cynical in private but have, for the most part, internalised some
version of this vision. Much criticism of journalism, even from the anti-capitalist left, takes these
often tries to ‘call’
occasionally bear fruit, insofar as the ideals are in fact taken seriously, inscribed in codes of practice

valuesasagivena n d

by newspapers, unions, press councils etc.

However, it might be more interesting and valuable to try to understand how these ideals are
circumscribed by the media institutions in which they operate, and how journalists, consciously and
unconsciously, are trained to understand those limits, resulting in a de facto pro-business and pro-
police bias that comes disguised as
in search of “truth’”, they understand thei
commitment to certain other underlying truths about the correct disposition of power in society,

and any further truth-seeking is naturally contained within those limits.

Noam Chomsky’'s favourite phrase to
point for understanding why news media behave as they generally do. Chomsky and Edward Herman
developed what they called a Propaganda Model to account for the pro-establishment bias of most

journalism; the model includes s omedeemipd an
what gets into media outlets: ownership, f
communi sm/ fear’ The final effect is that

In Ireland, of course, much journalism is produced more or less directly by one very important player
in that elite, a company called Independent News and Media, run for more than 30 years by Tony

O Reilly, now contr ol | ewhedbyteletoinssand sadiontycoGreDenis n
O Brien. I N-Mvnsoa wuhsantia majornityably dirculation, of the newspapers bought in
this State every week, including 14 provincial titles in addition to the well-known national daily and
Sunday papers. In addition, the papers and broadcasters that are not owned by INM in general seek
to avoid direct, overt conflict with this
shareholder and his son Tony Jr is the CEO of Providence Resources, an oil-and-gas exploration
company involved in offshore operations allaround| r el and’ s c o a s-theorytbt i
i magine that I NM journalists approaching t
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direct interest in the maintenance of the no-royalties status quo, and in the
minimisation/marginalisation of environment-based protests against drilling and its downstream
consequences.

Shell is, of course, well equipped to tell its own story and, even outside of INM, most journalists have

been prepared to treat the company, along with its partners and predecessors in the Corrib

operation, as reliable and accurate sources of information. The favouring of elite, corporate and

state sources over non-corporate, non-state actors is partly, as Chomsky and Herman suggest, a

built-in structural bias, a means by whichjourna | i st s ensure they are keepin
their pages. But it is also a reflection of the competent and friendly public-relations structures the

company has put in place. Shell has had the best PR money could buy, including former journalists

with good reputations among their ex-colleagues at both local and national level. To this day you can

go on the BBC website and hear competent reporting from the 1990s by John Egan about how

people on the delta of the Niger river in Nigeria were seeking alternatives to corporate exploitation

of their region’s natur al resources. Not much | a
What some activists might regard as evidence of his profound hypocrisy is seen by most of his

former journalistcole agues as a signal of his *‘credibility’
hold and communicate a certain set of positions on the Corrib dispute is as widely ignored for him as

it is for most ‘spokespeopl e’

| t ' s-knawnVftrdsdme fact that people are capable of feeling, and evincing, sympathy for
activists thousands of miles away but turn their backs when struggles erupt closer to home. For most
Irish journalists, the admirable and exotic courage of a Ken Saro-Wiwa can, by definition, bear no
resemblance to the pure stubbornness of native culchies such as Willie Corduff or Maura Harrington.

(Notthat Westernj our nal i sts did an especially good job <c
to understand that, for reasons of logistics and sociology, journalism has been for most of its history
in most of the world a |l argely urban phenomenon.
from *"the country’ don’t often produce iit, espec
and cities, for audiences traditionally concentrated in towns and cities. This gives rise to what | have
called a ‘metropolitan bias’ in much reporting e

locations may be sentimentalised, especially if they are scenic holiday destinations for the urban

bourgeoisie, but there are limits on the understanding and sympathy the people from those
communities can evoke. When a conflict appears (
and engineers against farmers and fisher-folk, few journalists will have the tendency, let alone the

nerve, to side instinctively with the latter.

And i f the conflict can be depicted as executi ve
Journalists have a mixed relationship with activists, who can sometimes be sources for stories and
are often ‘" 1ively a-woldsforiualtand weekgiclasepeopl¢).Henvdvera ¢ o d e

ultimately and with no apparent irony about their own status, journalists regard most activists as

suspicious in origin, dangerously unrepresentative and generally up to no good. | can remember on

my very first day in the Irish Times in 1990 the editor instructing staff not to give too much coverage

to a particularly large and spectacular demonstration taking place that evening, on the basis that the

paper had ‘already gi v e-ne hadusdirdornatomaptilises supplied u gh 0 xy
to produce well regarded investigations on the subject of the demonstration. The basic contempt for



‘“these people’ was evident even when their ‘“1issu
Four as it happens) had proven to be absolutely justified and relevant.

This contempt has been greatly evident in the treatment of Corrib, and in much the same way:
activists have been portrayed as somehow, by definition, flighty and irrational, even when their

concerns have been utterly validated. Every ti me
rati fied some or all diglres sebeed ta@afind itieffortlessttoamovetheo N c er n's ,
goal post s: ‘“Ah, weelell e g ietsi, ma t-ehevorgusantg ercards thae r e

they had mocked previously—* but now they’ve been addreshed by
only got a chance to address them because of the protests that made new inquiries necessary— a n d

it'’s time for people to move on and accept this
have been particularly good at this. It is often said that journalists, even good journalists, have the
attention span of a gnat; in such cases as these they count on their readers suffering from similar

memory | apse. Perhaps it’s the historian in me,
of some commenteron i ssues such as Corrib, I m I ess |ike
be a tricky and elusi vewegpyestomwmm’) but rather * Wh

The by-now-traditional good news is the internet gives us the means to strengthen historical
memory and to bypass the hopelessly corrupted messengers. Unfortunately those online means

remain poorly distributed—i n I r el and Tony O Reilly, via-Eircom
and they face the real danger of having their power concentratedint he wr ong hands, aga
why really changing the media requires really ch

priorities, other powerful institutions in society will have to do so as well.

ends



Archaeology and the Community of Kilcommon Erris

Kilcommon has had a rich and varied past possibly stretching back some 9,000 years. Until about
13,000 years ago Ireland was covered by the extended Arctic Ice sheet which eventually retreated
northwards leaving the land free of ice. With a rise in temperature vegetation began to grow. After
about 4,000 years the entire island was covered in forest apart from some coastline areas.

Kilcommon was one of those areas. Sruth Mhada Conn would have been little more than a river
running down to Broadhaven Bay as sea levels were much lower at the time, about three to four
metres lower.

Around 7,500BC humans who originated further south, reached Irish shores from the sea. These Stone
Age People known as Mesolithic came ashore where conditions were favourable for them. They
needed fresh water, somewhere relatively safe where they could hunt wild game and birds, fish,
gather nuts for food, gather wood for making fires and make temporary shelters for their families;
Kilcommon would have been the ideal location.

Mesolithic people found North Mayo a desirable location to hunt, to fish and live in because unlike
much of the interior of the country it was not heavily afforested; it had sandy beaches and areas of
machair, there was plentiful fresh water and wild game and fish to hunt. The openness of the
landscape would have protected them from attack from wild animals living in the forests.
Archaeologists have found Mesolithic sites at Belderrig because they have carried out extensive
archaeological surveys there over the years.

Many areas of Kilcommon would have provided even more fertile and accessible sites for Mesolithic
man and it is likely they settled in areas surrounding Sruwaddacon and Tra Mér Bays.

Artefacts from this period were Stone Age tools as there was no megalithic burial tradition until a
later time. Middens, early rubbish dumps, sometimes date from this period are often seen along cliffs
after erosion occurs. They often contain charred stones, shells, bones and sometimes stone tools used
in the preparation of food.

Neolithic culture began about 4,000 B.C. These Stone Age people had developed ritual and belief.
The most common Neolithic site in our landscape is the Megalithic Tomb. These Tombs were of four
principle types and show that the people who built them possessed a superior understanding of
natural events such as climate and seasons, Almost all megalithic tombs have an east/west inclination
and are positioned exactly towards where the midsummer sun rises and sets. The are often referred to
as cromlechs, giants graves, dolmens, fairy forts, druids altars or Grainne & Diarmuid’s bed.

Of the four defined types of Megalithic Tombs no Passage Tombs have been recorded on the National
monument register for Kilcommon. Examples of the other three types of tombs are registered

Court Tombs: Glengad/Dooncarton; Rossport

Wedge Tomb: Glengad/Dooncarton.

Portal Tomb: Knocknalower/Gortbrack.

The Neolithic farmers built these tombs for their dead leaders often in very scenic locations usually
higher than their settlements. Although there are many other unregistered megalithic tombs at Inver,
Gortbreac, Gortmelia, Faulagh and Muingeroon why the lack of official recognition of these sites?
Funding for archaeological investigation is in short supply and major sites such as Newgrange
command almost all available funding. This should not detract from the importance of sites such as
those which can be seen all over Kilcommon parish area.

The Parish of Kilcommon and Environs and Celtic Literature

The Dindseanchas is a highly imaginative early Irish verse glorification of the place names of Ireland,
personalising and deifying much of the landscape. For example Sruth Mhada Conn is the “stream of
the dog of the hound,” which is quite odd until on realises that it is merely an expression of the
totemism that is an element of Animism. Further the “Conn” part is the Conn, one of the children of
Lir, and to go a step further, when swans lie in the stream, instead of over flying to the bog lakes, they
are held to herald a death in communities along the shore. I’d like to mention here as an aside that on



a visit | made to the home of Willie Corduff and Mary his wife before Easter that at one point in our
conversation Willie happened to mention that on the day that Shell entered the compound at
Aughoose to begin preparatory work for the tunnelling of Sruth Mhada Conn twenty seven swans
arrived on the estuary and alighted opposite the site. The community of Kilcommon look on this
tunnelling project as a death blow to the ecology of the area.

In the origin myths of the people of this area Balor Beimear, Balor the one-eyed, the Spirit of
Darkness, the Celtic Cyclops, led his raiders, the Fomharaigh in an attack to wrest control from the
Tuatha De Danann, the Spirit of Light. They landed at Tra na nQOistreach the landing place of the
pipeline. After the initial success of the invaders, the forces of light repelled them, led by Lugh, the
God of Wisdom, the Ildanach, the founding God of London and Lyon.

A Domhnonian race gave its name to Erros Domnon and perhaps to Dundonnell; we hear of vague Fir
Bolg settlements, and a tradition on the verge of prehistory shows us a belief that the Fir Domhnoun,
like the Cruithne of Croghen, were of the race of Genaun and so of the tribe-group called Ganganoi by
Ptolemy.

Sandhill settlements exist to the east of Broadhaven near Rossport.

The entire Dun Chaochain area (which historically includes Glenamoy) from the Glenamoy area north
to the sea, and much of Dun Chiortain, from Ceann Tra Chiortain (now Barr na Tra) to Sruth Mhada
Conn is the local area.

Dun Chiortain commerates the steward of Domhnaill Dualbhui, who was killed in the process of Tain
Bo Flithais, when Queen Maeve’s army attacked Erris. On the way her warrior daughter, Calaire was
killed , and so we have Gleanncalry near where the Glenamoy river rises and finally enters the sea at
Sruth Mhada Conn.

Maeve’s army moved through Muing Engain (Engain was the herald of Donall Dualbhui) where
battle was joined, through Dun Domhnainn now Glencastle over the hill to Ceann Tra Ciortain where
Domhnaill Dualbui was killed (Dun Domhnainn is the fort in the middle of the valley surrounded by
gravel pits). To the south of that, and just over the quarried ridge, is the fort of Ferdia, of Tain Bo
Cuailgne fame.

About the beginning of our era the hero “Fergus” plundered Erris which was then owned by the giant
Donell Doolwee (Donall Dual-Bhui, one of the Fir Bolgs) whose wife was in collusion with him.
Fergus came to his castle, where the faithless wife Munchin gave him Donell’s sword. When Donell
found he was betrayed he went to his neighbour “Carton” of Duncarton, for aid and found he was out
in a boat. He shouted to him and receiving a refusal, hurled a rock, sunk the boat and Killed or
drowned Carton, who was buried at Gort Malle, near Tra Kirtaan where an oblong enclosure of
stones, with taller ones at the end marks his grave and gives the strand his name.

Donell grows desperate, returned to Dundonnell and was slain by Fergus who, with Munchin, set off
for his home. They reached the stream from Carrowmore Lake and were crossing on a foot-stick
when he pushed his accomplice into the river and she was drowned. Free from his undesired lover he
marched gaily round Corrsliabh to the east of Bangor Erris where he was set upon by another giant
“the Amadan Barroosky, who slew him and all his followers, burying him in “Fanny leach Feargois”
(Tamhnaigh Leacht Fhearghais) at Sheskin.(The Promontory Forts And Early Remains Of the Coast
Of County Mayo By Thomas Johnson Westropp, M.A.)

Shell E&P Ireland and the Archaeology of Kilcommon

In the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government submission to the Bord
Pleanala re application by Shell E&P Ireland Limited (Sepil) in respect of a Strategic Infrastructure
Development for the proposed re-routing of the onshore upstream gas pipeline facility relating to
Corrib Gas Field Project ,Co. Mayo ,we read the following observations:

It is noted that the proposed development is large in scale. Given the scale, extent and location of the
proposed development it is possible that subsurface archaeological remains could be encountered
during the construction phases that involve ground disturbance. It is our recommendation that the
following, as described below, be carried out at this site and included as conditions in any grant of
planning permission.

Palaeoenvironmental analysis should include the following:

Analysis of the peat morphology
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Pollen analysis

Sequence of Carbon 14 (C14) dates

Insect and wood analysis

The Department (DoEHLG) in specifying the palaeoenvirontmental analysis of the site was being true
to the precautionary principle .The archaeological integrity of the area must be protected. The
conditions pertaining to the granting of planning permission would depend on these analytical tests.
Michael O’Connell in his article on “Early Environment and the First Settlers” shows the importance
of pollen analysis. At Newferry, in Co. Antrim, in the middle reaches of the lower Bann River,
charcoal layers and an increase in the pollen of herbaceous plants in Mesolithic settlement layers,
dating approximately 6000 B.C. point to forest clearance. However, by and large, Mesolithic peoples
while being efficient at exploiting the surplus produce of their natural environment, probably did not
seriously interfere with natural woodland or soil development

In the Corrib Onshore Pipeline E.I.S. Volume 2 of 3, Book 50f 6 Appendix N the section dealing with
Archaeology has no reference to pollen analysis. There was no pollen analysis undertaken either in
Glengad, the pull-in site for the pipeline, or the Aughoose site from which the TBM excavation will
begin

The Records of Monuments and Places list seventeen sites for the town lands surrounding
Sruwaddacon Bay.

The marine geophysical survey was comprehensive and indicated a relict palaeo-channel running
through the bay.

Coastal, estuarine and riverine environments especially in the west of Ireland have been shown
through research and fieldwork to have significant archaeological significance. Archaeological
evidence has shown that these areas have acted as focal points for both settlement and ritual activity
through all periods of human settlement.

The Mesolithic period (c 8,000-4,000BC) which records human activity in Ireland, after the end of the
Ice Age, does not appear to be represented among the known archaeological records for the
immediate area. Mesolithic people did not build permanent stone monuments and the sites dated to
the Mesolithic are usually connected with habitation or food production activity. However, the
hunting and fishing economy of this period means that many Mesolithic sites are coastal and estuarine
and there is significant possibility that work in coastal, estuarine and riverine areas, such as
Sruwaddacon may reveal Mesolithic material.

There is a prehistoric settlement site (MAQ004-007) at the mouth of the estuary of Sruwaddacon Bay
consisting of middens, field walls, hut sites, a cairn and a possible burial site, Curraun Boy. While this
site is 900m from the proposed route of the pipeline it provides a good example of the type of coastal
settlement which may be found in the surrounding area providing that environmental and physical
conditions are suitable.

Sand hills are also noted to the east of the landfall site, these are limited in extent and it is unknown
whether the environmental conditions existing at this location would have attracted settlement.

John Jackson in his article “The Geology and Raw Material of the Stone Age,” wrote the following
piece on the Mesolithic people. It would appear that the inhabitants of the Bann estuary could live for
most of the year on food from the surrounding area. The spring and summer saw runs of salmon in the
estuary, while in the autumn a rich array of nuts, berries fruit and eels running down stream would
have been available. During the winter, stored supplies of food and wild pig would have been the
main sources of nourishment. We must imagine these people as capable of planning ahead and
deciding exactly where to live-in particular, where they could maximise the return from their
environment.

Marine Archaeology of Sruwaddacon Bay

In the conclusive report on marine archaeology the possibility remains that the subsurface deposits
within the Bay retain archaeological material. The mobile nature of the estuarine silts within the
sandbank areas and the palaeo-channel on the southside of the bay in particular would be an ideal
holding area for said material. This is especially the case for all wooden constructions, such as log
boats and other pre-modern sailing craft and related features, since geo-physical prospecting is unable



to detect such anomalies that are buried. This point was made in the course of the Irish Subsea 2025
Gas Interconnector Project at the Gormanstown, Co. Meath landfall, when a 7 metre long logboat was
encountered during dredging 1Km offshore. Despite a detailed geophysical survey in advance of the
work, it was impossible for the suite of instruments to detect the wooden vessel (Corrib Onshore
Pipeline E.I.S. Vol. 2 of 3, Book 5 of 6 Appendix O P.38-39)

Borehole Sediment samples from Sruth Mhada Conn

Twenty one BH samples were on the agenda for deliberation at the Bord Pleanala oral hearing that
was reconvened in Belmullet in 2010.

There was no Carbon dating C14 available for discussion. The excuse offered was that the hazel-nut
that was sent for C14 dating had been mislaid or had been lost at the laboratory. A commitment was
made to the chairperson that a new test would be undertaken with a hazel-nut from one of the 21 BH
cores. Shell also promised the do a C14 test on a wood sample as well.

A C14 result of a hazel-nut shell from BH 30 was obtained by a member of our community on the
25" of March 2011 from Shell’s office in Belmullet. There was no result provided from any wood
sample. “The radiocarbon dating certificate from the laboratory for the hazelnut shell fragment found
in Borehole 30 has returned a date of 7970+30 BP.”

When this is calibrated to cylindrical years, the sample indicates a date of cal BC 7050-6700. It places
the shell in the early Mesolithic period. This is great news for the community to know that if you had
people living in Kilcommon 7000 years ago which is most of pre-history and most of the history of
human activity within Ireland. But there is a proviso in that in the report we also read “it does not
provide an association with man, as no anthropogenic material was revealed in association with the
macro fossil”. But in a talk that Professor Caulfield,an eminent archaeologist, from Belderrig, the site
of the famous Ceide Fields, speaking at Inver National School , on the occasion of the celebration of
its 125 year history spoke on the pre-history of the area and about a very important archaeological
excavation that has been ongoing for the last seven or eight years on “the slight raised cliff to the right
hand side of the Bay at Belderrig”. “Those excavations have shown that there were earlier
communities before farmers in North Mayo that dates back about 7000 years ago. These fishing
communities, fishing and gathering, is before farming was ever introduced into this country. If there
are fishing communities at Belderrig 7000 years ago you can be absolutely certain that they were in a
much more fertile fishing grounds and a much more productive shoreline of the Inver area here and
around Broadhaven. So those farming communities that have left their mark so strongly on the
peninsula here from Ballinboy down they weren’t the first people here. There would have been fisher-
gatherer communities here about 7000 years ago and that is most of the history of Ireland”

This confirmation of the early presence of Mesolithic people in Kilcommon Parish is a vindication of
the communities’ belief that the area was a desirable location for these fisher-gatherer Mesolithic
communities.

Why wasn’t the palaeoenvironmental analysis stipulated by the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government undertaken by Shell’s Archaeologists in the field? In the Corrib
Onshore Pipeline E.L.S. there was no reference whatsoever to: Pollen analysis; Sequence of Carbon
(C14) dates; Insect and wood analysis.

What is the relevance of having a Department of Government with the statutory responsibility for
enforcing regulations pertaining to best practice in archaeological matters on behalf of the citizen?

The Community, their Supporters, the Media and Others.

From the beginning of the communities involvement in active citizenship in regards to the ’Great
Corrib Gas Controversy’ particularly through the various oral hearings attended and participated in, a
new meaning to a sense of person, a sense of people and a sense of place for a community was
realised. ‘Nothing is more important, not even the value of shares for Shell or their partners or not
even the national interest. The national interest cannot be served if our sense of person, people and
place is usurped.

Our sense of person, people and place is who we are, as individuals and as a community. It is about
that community living in a certain place in a period of time. Money cannot negate our lived



experience.

That lived experience of a person in a community is the context of life itself. For any statutory body to
claim that an issue must be examined in terms of laws and regulations only is an aberration. “Law
never made men a whit more just; and by means of their respect for it, even the well-disposed are
daily made the agents of injustice”.(Civil Disobedience by Thoreau). A value has to be put on the
shared life experience of the people in Kilcommon parish in the twenty first century. These are the
people with a sense of time and place and must count in any future reckoning of any
development.’(Mayo Echo 18 Dec, 2002 Liamy McNally)

The Stockholm Declaration was the first international instrument to explicitly recognise the
relationship between individual human rights and the quality of the environment.

“Man has the fundamental right to freedom, equality and adequate conditions of life, in an
environment of quality that permits a life of dignity and wellbeing and he bears a solemn
responsibility to protect and improve the environment for present and future generations.”

The Stockholm Declaration is not a legally binding document but it has been contended that the
Stockholm Declaration builds on the language from the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) which is in fact binding on Ireland (adapted in 1966 entered into force
in 1976). The ICESCR recognises the individual’s right to ‘continuous improvement of living
conditions’ which can be linked to principle 1 of the Stockholm Declaration (Human Rights and the
Natural and Cultural Environment June 2009 p4)

“Although regional in scope, the significance of the Aarhus Convention is global. It is by far the most
impressive elaboration of principle 10 of the Rio Declaration which stresses the need for citizen’s
participation in environmental issues and for access to information on the environment held by public
bodies. As such it is the most ambitious venture in the area of environmental democracy so far.” (Kofi
A Annan)

The Green Party never ratified the Aarhus Convention when they had the opportunity when in
Government with Fianna Fail.

“I wish to express not just my gratitude for being invited along here today, but to express what an
honour it is. It is an honour to be in the company of national heroes -Philip McGrath, Vincent
McGrath James Philbin, William Corduff agus Michael Seighin. Free at last, Free at last, The 5 are
free at last. . .”

“Many questions we demand answers today.

What went on in that room when Minister Ray Burke — a known criminal met with the exploration
companies behind closed doors?

Why did he break protocol by preventing our civil servants from being in that room, the guardians of
our state assets?

What did these company representatives promise to Mr. Burke?

We know he took a bribe of £30,000 for rezoning favours in 1989. How much for the entire Corrib
Gas Field in 199277

“And why would Minister Frank Fahey deny the due planning process to the people of Mayo? Why
did he give 400 acres of our state forest s to Shell at a knockdown price?”

“Why would Mr. Fahey ride rough shod over his own people? What was it worth to you Mr. Fahey?”
“Why was the FF/PD coalition so keen that planning processes had to be subverted, land had to be
stolen from its citizen, lives could be put at risk, and citizens imprisoned. All for the greater good?
What greater good? Whose greater good? Exactly how much goods are we talking about?”’

“Messrs Burke, Fahey, Ahearn, Dempsey et al would do well to remember Eamon de Valera and how
he planned out our constitution of 1937. Did he ever think he wrote Article 10 of Bunreacht na
hEireann, that “All natural resources, including the air and all forms of potential energy ... and
royalties and franchises within that jurisdiction belong to the state”. Did he ever think he would see
the day when Fianna Fail ministers would connive with big business to give away our natural
resources and imprisoned those who rightfully shouted “no”?

“At times like these it’s hard to find the right words to express the outrage we all feel about the
misuse of our natural resources. But there was one man who foresaw this kind of situation away back
in the 1970s. He saw that Ireland was becoming a place where everything could be bought and sold,
and where rights and justice had to bow to the dark arts of spin and bribery.”

“He saw a nation that had fought so long and hard for its freedom but one that could very easily find



that freedom put up for sale by the enemy within.”

“Luke Kelly’s words were true then, but more so now.” (Address to Rossport Demonstration Dublin
Oct. 1, 2005 by Trevor Sargent T.D, Leader Green Party).

“In September1987, Ray Burke ... announced new terms that included exemption of all oil and gas
production from royalty payments and the abolition of all state participation.”

“Mr. Burke also introduced a 100% tax write off against profit on capital expenditure for exploration,
development and production for up to 25 years. He left corporation tax at 50%.”(C.P.l. p.11)

“In April 1992, the Minister of Finance, Bertie Ahearn, incorporated Mr. Burke’s 1987 changes to
the taxation regime into the Finance Act and also further reduced corporation tax on oil and gas
companies from 50% to 25%.

In June 1992, the government introduced new licensing terms with no royalties on state participation.
The new licensing terms also permitted producers to sell any oil or gas at market price.” (C.P.I
p.11&12)

“During 1975 and 1992, thirteen of the world’s largest oil and gas companies drilled 100 wells
offshore Ireland, but during this period the oil majors, by their own account, failed to find one single
well that was commercially viable.” (C.P.L. p.57)

“The changes to the 1975 offshore licensing terms made by Mr. Burke in 1987 were supposed to
‘kick start ¢ exploration and production but the government in 1992 to enshrine the ‘kick start’
provisions in a manner that abandoned all principle of good offshore management.

Although the 1992 terms were supposed to improve conditions for exploration, oil companies only
drilled 26 exploration wells between 1993 and 2004, compared to 100 exploration wells between 1975
and 1992.”(C.P.I. p.58)

“Some might argue that there is little point in raking the embers of past fires but if we are to move
forward with the Corrib Gas project we must attempt to understand what has gone before. The
Findings of Kevin Moore, an independent observer and a respected planning inspector, have never
been properly analysed, let alone addressed by the Irish Government. Indeed, the Government’s
attitude to the Corrib Gas crisis has amounted to a little more than a few hand-wringing gestures and
tearful pleas to the parties involved. The lack of leadership at national level has been quite shocking
and one wonders what the historians will make of the dreadful debacle a hundred years from now.
Even at the early stage the verdict is fairly damning.”(Western People 1 August 2006, James Laffey,
Editor.)

“Seamus Heaney had previously spoken out in support of the people of Kilcommon congratulating
Willie Corduff and the Rossport Five on winning the Goldman prize (the US Nobel for the
Environment) acknowledging his pride “when five ‘green’ men stood their ground”. The media
ignored the intervention which ran contrary to the needs of Ireland’s professional political class,
distant strangers to the Republic of Conscience. This cultural dominance is not reflected across the
social spectrum as the mainstream media have played a key role in portraying the community and
their campaign as a work of malcontents who prefer protest to proposal. (Erris Imagining Ireland by
Michael McCaughan,Village Nov-Dec. 2009).

“Ten years ago, locals in Kilcommon began asking questions about a gas project, a process that has
led them to question the economic model, the political system and the very notion of belonging in
contemporary Ireland. As the economical and political crisis deepens this process is likely to spread to
many more corners of the island. The concept of active citizenship and social capital is highly valued
in political circles but there is no recognition that the people of Kilcommon have become perhaps the
most active citizens in the country, alert to the contradictions at the heart of our economic model and
the need for change which goes well beyond a reshuffling of seats in Dail Eireann. The community
and their supporters have been rewarded for their activism with a security clampdown, media hostility
and the dismissal of health and safety questions as nimbyism, The professional political class of left
and right , cannot co-opt or appropriate this unmanageable assembly of local business people, farmers,
fishermen teachers, retirees, priests, students and others.”( Erris Imagining Ireland by Michael
McCaughan,Village Nov.-Dec. 2009).



I would like to end my presentation with an inspiring piece of writing by Naval el Sardavee from her
book “The Dissident Word”.

“Our Struggles are becoming more and more difficult. They need more and more creativity. There are
always new words appearing that we have to demystify, words such as peace, democracy, human
rights, privatization, globalization, multiculturalism, diversity, civil society, non-governmental
organizations, cultural difference, liberation theology, religious fundamentalism, post modernism and
others.

We need to discover new ways in exposing the paradox and the meanings in old words endlessly
repeated. We cannot acquire this knowledge through books, through formal education or the mass
media. All of them are controlled by the local and global powers of domination and exploitation and
they help to veil our brains with one myth after another.

We have to acquire this knowledge by ourselves, from our own experience and the daily struggle
against those powers globally, locally and in the family. This is creativity. It is inspired and stimulated
by our living our own lives and not by copying theories of struggle from books. Every struggle has its
own unique theory inseparable from action.

If you are creative you must be dissident. You discover what others have not yet discovered”,

Niall King
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A frequent complaint among the ordinary people of Ireland is that our voices are not heard. It is an

increasingly frustrating experience. Confronted by voicemail, the message box, a trail of buttons to

press, a short formal acknowledgmentp er haps endi n gouWildbgheafingfromys wi t h
soon’” . Freedom of expr es sUnigersal DezlaratitnioftHomawe ar e en
Rightsseems to ignore the responsibility of dialogue, engagement inclusive of the right to say no.

This series of blocks to communication denies the participation of citizens in society. Itis ironicin

the present context to find communications and natural resources sharing the one Ministry. We are

compelled to transfer our voices to banners, to posters, to amplify them by megaphones, to multiply

them by long lists of signatures, and finally to make our bodies a voice. We refuse to go to work,

place our bodies in awkward public places, we starve our bodies, we destroy our bodies... appeal

through our bodies to the media as in The Pipgto whoever will listen and respond over the globe.

Once we put our bodies where our mouth could be the response is rapid and often brutal.

Particularly so where the State is concerned ignoring a range of international constraints. It gives the

lie to our voices not being heard. They are being heard and they are about to upset plans made

behind closed doors and without representative consultation. A unique contribution of The Pipés its

portrayal of the brutal reaction of the State to the message of the human voice: no. The State may

take life from bodies as it did in the case of the Ogoni NineThat is why the minimal intervention of

human rights observers must expand: their presence is to assure that protest is fair and that the

body-bearers of the voice are respected and their activity is of right.

Our most precious natural resources on the planet are to be found on lands and under water away
from Europe. Historically they are found in ethnic nations arbitrarily bundled together in the recent
era of colonisation. Like large ugly predators, multinationals prowl the continents including our own
in search of such resources to enhance profit for their investors and themselves. They do not ask,
they do not consult but they collude with powers of modern states promised crumbs in return. The
ethnic wealth of indigenous peoples is taken by force. The voice of the people is silenced. Or so we
would be led to believe. It is never quite like that we have discovered; our role is to listen, to hear, to
amplify so that bodies are not put where mouths could be. We have to let the world know that
natural - resource bearing communities ignored by their respective States seek inclusion among
indigenous communities recognised at the United Nations and also find membership among the
Unrepresented Peoples and Organizations(UNP O) . Thi s woul d make visible
multinational activity impacts on the rights of a community. Attention must be brought to States
where their governments act irresponsibility in the face of constitutional norms for the protection of
the people and its resources. That is done by seeking shelter elsewhere. Indeed as it is the
governments of Ireland have proved is so particularly inept that our social order depends on the
instruments of the UN and EU. These institutions protect us from ourselves but at our expense.

Two years ago the Annual Ken Saro -Wiwa Memorial Seminar accommodated a view on this matter.

One contributor went to great pains to argue that the community affected here in Mayo and

somehow defined by a unique culture and language unbroken by colonial intervention qualifies as an

indigenous people. So far the notion has not been pursued. However it is my suggestion that the

term *indigenous peopl e’ be expanded and/ or repl



where the community is resource - bearing and both terms are used interchangeably in the related

literature already. The aforementioned contributor, Cathal Doyle, wanted the community to pursue
a submission to the UN. His research area is about indigenous rights and multinationals in different

parts of the globe.

It represents a certain growing acceptance by multinationals of the voice of indigenous
people/community very often expressed through their bodies. These peoples of faraway places have
stood before the UN and brought about some change. There is now a UN Forum on Indigenous
Issues, a UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, an ILO Convention 169, a UN
Representative of Business and Human Rights... It remains of concern that the Declaration was voted
against by the United States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand where some of the indigenous
peoples live on resource - rich land. These are successfully planted lands by people from Europe.
Nine countries abstained —Azerbajan, Bangladesh, Gbutan, Burundi, Columbia, Georgia, Kenya,
Nigeria, Russia, Samoa and Ukraine. A government as in Nigeria would be reluctant to negotiate
power over resources with its myriad indigenous peoples. Yet it bears the dramatic imprint of failure
to work out a solution. Ireland was one of the 144 countries which voted the adoption of the
Declaration at the UN in September 2007. It must be well aware of changing times as illustrated by
the Shell Corrib gas Project. Yet it has failed to ratify the EU Aarhus Convention, the only country in
Europe to do so.

Ten years ago a public statement was nailed throughout the parish of Kilcommon on posts for all to

see. It read NO CONSENT. It was well before its time when now it is common place for multinational

companies to begin to think through struggles with resource - bearing communities. That they are

poorly equipped to do so is their reliance on consultants who are grappling with the new concept of

FREE, PRIOR AND INFORMED CONSENT (FPIC). Material for this contribution has been gleaned from
twosuchsources- Doy |l e’ s paper (2008) for a coonoul tati on
Human Rights relating to extractive industries , and an advisory paper authored by Lehr and Smith

for multinational Talisman (2010). Each of these came on stream almost the ten years after this local

community had evolved the concept out of their own thinking. Lehr and Smith suggest that

d 2yasSyid A& o0Said dzyRSNERG22R Fa F F2NXYIFfAaASRE R20O
(p.8). Itis considered FREE when not bound by intimidation, coercion or manipulation. The people

of Kilcommon can easily measure the degree of freedom they have had to refuse part of the Shell

Corrib Gas Project. The replacing of the public statement NO CONSENT as an outcome of this

People’s Forum might be considered. ilFbBéneé i s now
hard rather than soft law. Be assured that Shell has been in similar situations to this and that such

lack of consent is part and parcel of its business history. Engagement is not consent nor is

compensation part of the resolving language in many cases.

The Lehr and Smith paper also outlines the advantages to the company of adhering to the FPIC
principle which is only fully operative when the community feels free to say NO, to withhold its
consent. Indeed there have been occasions when the company has accepted the refusal and moved
on. This happens more with mining companies and there is little or no acceptance of it in the oil
industry. A company even if persuaded that this is a right way of action is often very slow to
becoming a precedent in the field. The State is considered as the appropriate starting point where it
is suggested that consent issues are resolved before the project even begins. It is also pointed out
that weak States may wish to gain profit and political prestige by rushing to sign contracts for which



FPIC has not been fully achieved. The cumulative effect of this for the company may be very
damaging to reputation and to its profits as it deals with resistance and intense hostility not just in
the present but in the future as well. The situation is compounded if the State feels impelled to force
its will through military action and presence. This is what consultants are telling the companies and
researchers in corporate social responsibility are confirming.

The Table Observetgecame active in 2006. It was a formal way of responding to the levels of
intimidation being experienced and so as a group it is a witness to the lack of FPIC. The record was
kept and circulated to significant political authorities and to the relevant organs of government as
well as to Shell. This witness extended into the courtroom and overall it was remarkable to discover
the level of weakness at the heart of government as displayed by so many of its institutions. It makes
a case for the exercise of FPIC not only among clearly defined indigenous peoples but among
resource - bearing communities in whatever part of the world. Human rights organisations hold back
the punishments meted by government and company to non-consenters by appealing to the UN and
to the EU in situations where the State fails to govern us in the pursuit of the common good. There
is a certain irony in makinga Tables u b mi s s i o nUniveosal Pdri@dic ReMiawsich takes
place in Geneva for Ireland on 6 October 2011. States (a troika) sit in judgement on member states
where their own record of FPIC is not inspiring. It is a political game of sorts much promoted by the
Irish Government which wishes to present a willing collaboration to the UN for other gains. Table
has made sure to comment on the absence of FPIC in the Shell Corrib Gas Project. It acts thus for the
common good of the resource -bearing community of Erris; it is genuinely supported by the
voluntary and non-funded time and energy of concerned citizens. It attempts to show what the
heart of government should look like when its citizens are in distress. It listens to the voices and
attends to the bodies when only these speak in the silence.

| remember my dread when a new poster appeared in the window of Ken Saro-Wi w a sfitesTheo f
Spirit of Ogoni Say No. It appeared in full glory during the cruel regime of the dictator Sani Abacha
who was later to hang the Ogoni 9. Today Abacha too has died and Shell is out of Ogoni since 1993.

It finally lost its social licence to operate.

Sources:

Lehr, Arny K and Gare A Smith. Implementing a Corporate Free, Prior and Informed Consent Policy:
Benefits and Challenges, Foley Haaf eBook, 2010.

Doyl e, Cathal . ‘ Fr e eauriersal aorm ahdiirdmeworkford Consent (F
consultat i on and benefit sharing in relation to indi

The Table Observerfeports and Submissions, 2008 —2011.

Majella Mc Carron is a member of the Sisters of Our Lady of Apostles. In 1990 she was mandated by
her nstitute to examine the impact of Western business in Nigeria. This led her to the Movement for
the Survival of the Ogoni Peoplé was supposed to be an extracurricular activity to her lecturing in

the University of Lagos, Nigertut it resultedn her departure from Nigeria. Be has continued to

heed the words of Ken Savdiwa in a letter to her from his final detention as she was about to leave
AY mMpdpnyY ! YR R2y QiShe madiéhihonduredto keepzhg ®gonilSprit alive id
Erriswhere it has found a welcome home.



Colm Rapple

Shell to Sea has a lot to be proud of. In its ten years of existence it has achieved many
successes. Most notably it has forced the would-be mandarins in government departments,
regulatory authorities and local government to rethink their old “touch the forelock”™ attitudes
to the multinational oil companies and their followers, in favour of a more citizen friendly
approach.

The favourable impact is not only on Shell and its partners but also on other individuals and
corporations that attempt to ride roughshod other the rights and interests of people and
communities both now and in the future. Of course, there is more to be done but much has
been achieved.

It is arguable that many towns in Mayo would never has been connected the natural gas grid
had it not been for the Shell to Sea campaign. It wasn’t an objective of the campaign but it is
one of the side-effects achieved as a result of the attempts by Shell and its official backers to
buy support.

Those who have benefited from Shell’s seeming largess should realise that without the Shell
to Sea campaign there would have been a lot less of it.

Another very notable success of the Shell to Sea campaign has been its highlighting of the
scandalous way that our natural resources are been given away. The campaign undoubtedly
played a part in forcing the Government to improve the licensing terms in 2007. But they are
still far too generous to the oil companies and much more needs to be done, and urgently.

Last year Conor Lenihan, then junior minister to Eamon Ryan in the Department of
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources invited applications for licensing options to
all of the remaining areas off the west coast. Fifteen applications had been received by the
end of May and they are now being assessed in the Department.

It can be assumed that these applications cover all of the remaining potential oil and gas
bearing structures in the area. If these licences are issued, there will be little left to licence in
the future.

Given the rapidly changing world energy market and the spiralling cost of oil and gas, it is
essential that government policy with regard to the exploitation of any hydrocarbon reserves
be reassessed before any fresh licences are issued.

Following a Dail debate on offshore licensing terms in May, the Minister for
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, Pat Rabbitte undertook to have the current
terms considered by an Oireachtas Committee. This is the least that should be done before
any new licences are issued. The Committee should have the widest possible brief to consider
not only the changes necessary in the licensing terms but also alternatives involving a more
direct State involvement.

But there is still no guarantee that new licences will not be issued before the promised review
takes place or, even if they are put on hold, that the review will be adequate in its scope. Up
to now Mr Rabbitte has shown no sign of deviating from the policies pursued by his
predecessors. Only two pages of the briefing document were devoted to hydrocarbon
exploration including the Corrib debacle and in the Dail debate initiated by Sinn Féin last
month the Minister showed no sign of any fresh thinking on the issue.



It was very clear that the permanent government is alive and well in the Department of
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, and that Mr Rabbitte has taken his brief
only too well from his department chiefs who were described during the debate as very
dogmatic on the issue of our offshore resources by former minister Eamon O Cuiv.

The Department’s dogmatic view was accepted by Mr Rabbitte’s predecessors, Eamon Ryan,
Conor Lenihan and before them by Fianna Fail minister Noel Dempsey and it seems that the
Labour minister has succumbed within weeks of taking office. We can only hope that given
time he will consider the possibility that the Department might just be wrong and that there
are alternative policies that need to be considered.

That type of unquestioning attitude to the dogmatism of the bankers, the regulators and many
civil servants is at the root of much of our current financial problems. Yet we seem bound to
repeat our mistakes.

While later conceding An tUas O Cuiv’s suggestion that the issues should be considered by
an Oireachtas Committee, Mr Rabbitte gave no indication of backing down on his intention
to issue fresh licences under the current terms and conditions. This is nothing short of
scandalous and in no way justified by the general arguments he put forward in the Dail.

The fifteen consortia that have applied for licences under the current round have clearly
cherry picked the best prospect. If they are granted licences, they won’t even be required to
drill a well. All they’ll have to do is pay a fee of only €1,520 and buy, or carry out, some
seismic exploration using boats that may never even call into an Irish port. In return they gain
an option to get a full exploration licence at any time during the following two years. Such a
licence would allow them to exploit any find at the current generous fiscal terms.

The Department itself, in an official document available on its web site, describes our terms
as “amongst the most attractive in the world”. For many finds the State take would be no
more that a 25% corporation tax charged on profits after allowance has been made for all
exploration and development costs. For very large finds the take can go up to 40% but even
that’s low by international standards.

In North America the minimum Government stake according to a report prepared within Mr
Lenihan’s department is 42% and it can rise above 60%. South American governments get
between 25% and 90%. The take in sub Saharan Africa ranges from 44% to 85%.

Just how generous our terms are was made clear when Tony O’Reilly’s Providence
Resources got an exploration licence in 2006 and was able to do a deal with Exxon Mobile
under which the US giant took 80% in return for giving Providence and its partner, Sosina
Exploration, a free ride on the other 20%.

So Exxon Mobile was willing to give away a 20% free stake. That could have been got by the
State rather than Providence.

The licence covers the Dunquin prospect that on some relatively conservative estimates could
be five times as big as the Kinsale gas field.

Our very favourable licensing terms have been defended in the past on the basis that we still
need to prove the potential of Irish waters to yield sizeable oil and gas finds. Once we’ve
made that big strike, it has been argued, we can then up the ante for new licences. It might be
a valid argument if we hadn’t already licensed many of the most promising areas, most of



them at the previous give-away terms under which the State can get no more than a 25%
profit tax irrespective of the size of the find.

There is no case at all to be made for now letting the oil companies lay claim to the most
promising of the remaining areas of the Atlantic margin at the current terms. There’ll be
nothing left on which we can demand the type of return due to the Irish people for the
exploitation of their natural resources.

Putting the issue of new licences on hold wouldn’t put an end to exploration. There is plenty
of scope for exploration in areas already licensed. Mr Rabbitte made great play, in his Dail
contribution, of the fact that only four discoveries off the Irish coast have been declared
commercial. That’s true but 13 other discoveries are still being assessed. There have been two
oil finds and three gas finds since 2002.

Davy stockbrokers in a report prepared earlier this month on Providence Resources pointed
out that contrary to popular perception, oil and gas have been found offshore Ireland on
numerous occasions. High oil prices and technological advances now offer an opportunity to
revisit some of the earlier finds.

Security of supply was another issue raised in the Dail debate mainly in relation to getting the
Corrib gas ashore as quickly as possible. The trouble is that the pipelines bringing gas into
Ireland can just as easily bring it out. Shell can sell the gas to whoever it likes and no-one has
ever claimed that Bord Gais has rights under any contract.

Even if it has, it doesn’t guarantee security of supply. If gas was ever in short supply in the
EU for some reason or other, we’d undoubtedly have to accept a limited supply or else we
wouldn’t get any oil.

Even an oil find wouldn’t guarantee security of supply since there is no requirement in the
offshore licences for companies to land product in Ireland. Providence Resources is currently
examining the possibly of piping oil from some small finds off the south coast into tankers
that would most likely take the oil off to a British refinery.

Departmental officials did recommend that the State should be able to demand payment in
kind of the extra tax introduced to licences issued after 2007. But that proposal was
overruled by the Minister or the Government. It never found its way into law.

Gas found off the west coast would almost certainly be landed in Ireland but oil could go
anywhere. It could be piped from sub-sea facilities into tankers for shipment to refineries
anywhere in the world.

We urgently need a debate on the lines suggested by Eamon O Cuiv and a Dail committee
would be as good a place as any to hold it with Department officials having to answer for
their views in public. According to the briefing document prepared for Mr Rabbitte they view
the oil industry’s representative body, the IOOA, and individual companies as the key
stakeholders. Some TDs might be able to remind them that the public that they represent are
the major stakeholders since they own the resources.



While only four discoveries offshore Ireland have so far been declared commercial, another
thirteen are still being assessed. The table below, presented to the Dail in October 2010
details all significant hydrocarbon discoveries on and off-shore Ireland.

Discovery Hydrocarbo Status Current Discovery Discovery Original Well
Name n Type Operator Year Well Operator
Bandon oil under Serica 2009 27/4-1,12 Serica
assessment Energy Energy
. 2007 (Initially .
Hook Head oil Under Providence jqentiied 50/11-3 Providence
assessment Resources Resources
1971)
" 2007(Initially "
Schul Gas g:sd:srsmem E':S”d onand - jenified 57/2-3 E':S“d offand
1987)
O_Id Head of Gas Under Island Oil and 2006 491231 Island Oil and
Kinsale assessment Gas Gas
Enterprise
. d
Dooish Gas Under Shell 2002 12/2-1 Energy
Condensate assessment
Ireland
Corrib Gas undergoing g 1996 18/20-1 Enterprise
development Qil
Ballycotton Gas In . PSE Kinsale 1989 48/20-2 Marathon
production Energy
Dunmore oil under Providence 1985 50/6-1 Gulf
assessment Resources
Galley Head Gas Under Lansdowne 1985 48/18-1 BP
assessment Oil and Gas
Helvick oil Under Providence 1983 49/9-2 Gulf
assessment Resources
Spanish Point 92 Under Providence 1981 35/8-2 Phillips
Condensate assessment Resources
Connemara oil Under Island Oiland 74 26/28-1 BP
assessment Gas
Burren oil Under Providence 1978 35/8-1 Phillips
assessment Resources
Ardmore Gas under Providence 1974 49/14-1 Marathon
assessment Resources
Barryroe oil Under Lansdowne 1973 48/24-1 Esso
assessment Oil and Gas
Seven Heads  Gas In . PSESeven 1973 48/24-1 Esso
production Heads
Kinsale Head  Gas In . PSEKinsale  g74 481252 Marathon
production Energy
Not in Ambassador
Dowra Gas licensed 1963 Dowra-1 Irish Oil
acreage Company

Key Discoveries Offshore and Onshore Ireland (Fields that are producing or undergoing development are highlighted in Bold)



Reflections on the Rossport Solidarity Camp

Introduction

The camp was set up in 2005 on a bog in Rossport. It started off as a place for people to stay
& support the families of the Rossport 5 who were in jail at the time. In 2006 it moved to a
drier & more permanent place amongst the dunes of Glengad. A magical place to live, the
camp strove to be as ecological as possible so as to minimise any impact on the fragile
Machair dune system. A wood cabin was set up as the communal area & benders-structures
made of hazel poles & tarpaulin were erected. This camp became a base for the following 18
months until it was evicted by the council; ironically for its ecological impact. Whilst a real
blow to the camp all was not lost as the Meenaghans kindly offered their family home as the
permanent base for the camp. Since then the camp has been based there over the winter
months & then chosen a strategic site each spring & summer. The three previous being in
Glengad & this year at Aghoos.

The camp has no leaders; working non-hierarchically & making decisions using consensus.
This means that we discuss issues until we have come to a decision that everyone is
comfortable with.

There are a lot of domestic/site jobs that are essential to keep the camp running smoothly so
everyone is asked to muck in with the cooking/cleaning/building work etc. We aspire to be
as sustainable as possible in the way with live at the camp; composting or recycling our
waste; using solar & wind energy for power & buying seasonal or local food whenever
possible. The camp also works several gardens in the area providing fresh sala